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Tsering And Her Yak Go To The Library

By Kalsang Yangzom
[llustrated by Tenzin Tendhar



The library in Tsering’s village was called the Tara Kosh and
it was opening a new children’s reading centre tomorrow. Ms.
Yangchen was the head librarian and Tsering’s neighbour.
She often saw Ms. Yangchen leave for the library as she
herself left for school and Ms. Yangchen would always stop
and talk to her.

Tsering and her yak Reva, woke up extra early to get ready
for the opening. There were going to be lamas from the
monastery who would bless the centre and anis from the
nunnery were going to recite Dolma Praises to the 21 Tara.
Tsering and her mother were also participating in the gorshay
to commemorate the opening.
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Tsering wore an emerald coloured chuba with golden lotus
pattern on it and she made sure to braid yellow ribbons on
Reva’s fur so that they would match.

The library’s courtyard was decorated with brightly coloured
lungta and was filled with a festive air. The lamas began the
sang and everyone offered sprigs of juniper, tsampa, and
incense. The fragrance from the sang relaxed Tsering and
she tried her best to recite the 21 Tara with the anis. Soon
the gorshay began and she followed along with her mother
as they danced in a circle.
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After the gorshay were over, Ms. Yangchen opened the
centre’s doors and welcomed everyone in. Tsering saw
bookshelves along the walls, each dedicated to various topics
like art, science, storybooks, maths etc. There were colourful
posters of books and maps of various countries. She also saw
a reading corner that had large cushions on the floow, a few
people were already making themselves comfortable there.
After looking around, Tsering quickly went to the science
section. There are so many books, she thought excitedly but
she didn’t know how to find what she wanted. She approached
Ms. Yangchen for help.
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“The books here are arranged alphabetically, based on the
author’s last name.” Ms Yangchen said. “So, let’s see, you
are looking for books on astronomy? I remember ordering
a book called A Children’s Guide to Our Galaxy by Pema
Chonzom. Is that something you would be interested in?”
she asked.

“Yes!” exclaimed Tsering, “I am doing a class presentation
on our Solar System so it will be helpful.”

“How wonderful. So the last name of the author is Chonzom,
therefore we will look at the row with the label C. Do you
want to help me look for it?” asked Ms Yangchen.

“Yes, I want to help.” Tsering said as she looked intently at

the books in the row and halfway across, she found the book
and presented it to Ms Yangchen.
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“That was quick. Now let’s get to the next part. You will need
to make a library card and I will issue the book to you so that
you can take it home.”

They walked together to the counter where Ms. Yangchen
gave Tsering her first library card. Tsering wrote her name
on it and Ms. Yangchen signed next to it. As she scanned the
book, Ms. Yangchen said, “Here are the rules for borrowing
books. First, you have the book for 15 days and you can renew
it for 7 more days if you want. You must return the book on
time so that others can get the chance to read it too. Second,
you can take up to 3 books at a time if you want. Third,
you need to respect the books and be careful when handling
them. This also means no writing on it or folding the pages.
Any questions?” Ms. Yangchen smiled as she asked.
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“Not yet but I will come back to get more books soon.” Tsering
said. She was looking forward to reading the book and sharing
her library experience with Reva, who was waiting outside
in the courtyard. She waved goodbye to Ms. Yangchen and

walked out where Reva greeted her with a gentle nudge.

“The library is like a treasure trove where you need to search
for what you want,” Tsering explained to Reva “you can find
books on everything in a library and I can’t wait go back and

explore.”

As they walked home, Tsering was already looking forward
to her next visit to the library.

32




©TALI 2024
www.talitibet.org



