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SEA HORSES

Sea horses are classified in the family Syngnathidae (pronounced sin-NATH-ih-dee). Every animal in this
family is a fish. Syngnathdae is Greek for “fused jaws” because the mouths of fish in this family do not open
or close. About 330 species of Syngnathidae have been classified. Thirty-seven of these species are sea horses,
three are sea dragons, and the rest are pipehorses or pipefishes,

Where do sea horses live?
Moaost sea horses bive in shallow ocean warter

near land. Sea horses may be found in Pectoral
estUAries, MANErOvVe SWAMPS, SCa grass Snout Fin
meadows, or reefs around the world,

Why do sea horses hide? Gill
Larger fish like tuna or red snapper car sca Cover
horses. Sea turtles, sting rays, sharks and even

penguins munch on sea horses, too. Sea horses

hide from these predators by changing color

to match their environment. - ; i

How do sca horses move? ;-II:'I n o gmﬂl
Sea horses move slowly by means of fins that | o i
bear as fast as 70 tmes per second! The dorsal

fin propels the sea horse forwards. The swo,

small pectoral fins behind the gills allow the

sca horse o hover or change direction, Brood Pouch

What do sea horses car? AR ]

Sca horses do not have teeth, so they swallow

their food whole, Sea horses suck food into Tail

their long, narrow snout, bur the food musr
be tiny 1o fit through their mouth. Sca horses
cat zooplankton, little shrimp, and the larvae
of fish, crab, or worms. Sea horses do not have
stomachs either, Without a stomach, sea horses
cannot digest food well, so they have to eat
large amounts in order to survive. Sea horses
may cat for up o 10 hours per day, and they What is the smallest sea horse?

may swallow 50 to 300 tiny animals per hour! Hippocampus dewire is a pygmy sca horse that measures
about half an inch in length.

What is the largest sea horse?

The Big-Bellied Sea Horse | Héppocanspus abdominalis) is
the largest species. These sea horses may reach fourteen
inches in length which is rwo inches taller than this book!

LIFE CYCLE OF A SEA HORSE

3 - "
=2 (1) Male and R
“‘:"L' :I:.LJ:_']'I.'I.EJ.I: sta horses - £ .'J |:,5:| Bah}r S0
“',HI,.‘ like 1o dance, This ' horses grow
ey s called courtship. f"f i Ahs priabe s
; . L . e = brood pouch.
Ay , @ el (2} The female S8 (%) The male
W [LES I - _.-,_ i "':-“h"h_:‘ ]_\‘i 'y ] 1 |=| E_I_E,ﬁ t‘h: mnl(-_' 15 : ] ’ <Ea hﬂrﬁ:
i . brood pouch gives birth!
% \ | vwith eggs.
5 | o {5) Baby sca horses
/ | A "%_..a ) SWIIT: away,



Sea dragons are among the slowest fish in the ocean. Since they move at a snail’s pace, sca dragons rely
completely on camouflage to escape predators. Sea dragons have delicate branches of skin that mimic
scaweed, and a healthy sea dragon may change color and blend with its surroundings. Leafy sea dragons
live in kelp forests along the southern coast of Australia. Leafy sea dragons found in shallow water are
vellow or green. In deep water “leafies” turn red. The colors of ribboned sea dragons are similar to
leafies, but they are found in waters northwest of Australia. Weedy sea dragons are easier to find along
Australia’s southern coast, but their color and leafy appendages vary depending on the environment.
Fermale sea dragons give their eges to the male who will carry the eggs under his tail unril they hateh,

Ribboned
Sea Dragon



ANIMALS OF THE AUSTRALIAN CORAL REEF AP
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CORAL
Wh‘f' did HﬂHﬂﬂﬁ’& friend, Coral, sing in the story?
'. the English language the words ‘coral’ (¢-0-r-a-1) and *choral’ (¢-h o r-a-1) share

' '\,: al u;nmﬁr;mal{un-rhml}ma ::ﬂlpn.‘_ﬂ"ﬂr grcmpn‘ﬁ'_ -E{ﬂ}';j:lg The
word ‘r:]ib:ai*f:iﬁ ‘o r-a-1) generally describes the music sung by a chorus or choir:
Ea;:h coral on the reef has many polyps. so if a coral living on the reef could talk, it
would have many voices speaking as one just like a chorus!

*Tammy Carter Bronson is the author and illustrator of Tiny Snadl, Polliwos,
and The Kaleidonotes @ the Mixed-Up Ovchestra. Sea Horse, vun! is her fourth
picture book. Tammy lives in Fayetteville, Arkansas in the middle of the United
States. What does a landlocked mammal like Tammy have in common with fish
living on the other side of the world? Tammy and the lcafy sea dragons live in
opposite hemispheres at about the same latitude (36 degrees). 'Thar means when
it is winter in Arkansas it is summer at Kangaroo Island, but no matter what time
of year it is, both Tammy and the leafics move at a snail’s pace,

www .seahorserun.com
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